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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Canceled) 

2, (Previously Presented) A panel according to claim 8, wherein marks of the first 
and second sets of lines each have first and second characteristics. 



3 . (Original) A panel according to claim 2, wherein the first characteristic is a first color 
and the second characteristic is a second color. 

4. (Original) A panel according to claim 2, wherein the first characteristic is a solid 

line and the sebond characteristic is a dotted line. 

* 

5. (Pteviously Presented) A panel according to claim 8, wherein said panel is a piece 
of gypsuiii board. 

6. (Previously Presented) A panel according to claim 8, wherein said panel is one 6f 
plywood, plyscore, and particle board. 

7. (Previously Presented) A panel accoixiing to claim 8, wherein said distance has a 
value of 1 inch or less. 

8. (Currently Amended) A relatively thin firame covering panel adapted to be 
attached to a number of supports, said panel having at least two sides in which at least one of 

-2- 

00160393 



PACE 3/18 * RCVD AT 12/12/2003 10:26:00 AM [Eastem Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF.1/2 * DNI8:8729326 * CSID:121 25880500 * DURATION <mm^s):07-40 



12/12/2003 10:27 FAX 12125880500 FROaDIER LAffRENCE & HAUG ©004 

'*v . *■ • 

PATENT 
720001-2001.1 

said sides included a number of marks for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number 
of supports, wherein said number of marks are arranged in first and second sets of substantially 
parallel lines in which the lines of the. first set have a first distance of 2 inches or less 
therebetween and run in a first direction and are placed firotn a first end of said panel to a first 
opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines of said first set and in 
which the lines, of the second set have a second distance of 2 inches or less therebetween which 
is different firom said first distance and run in a second direction perpendicular to said first 
direction and are placed, firom a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in a 
direction transvetise to the extent of said lines of said second set , wherein the first and second sets 
of substantially parj^el' lines pertaining to said number of marks are the only lines on said 
panel — 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 20, wherein said panel is a 
piece of gypsum board. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 20, wherein said panel iS one 
of plywood, plyscofe, and particle board. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 20, wherein marks of the first 
and second sets of lines each have first and second characteristics. 
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13. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 12, wherein the first 
characteristic is a first color and the second characteristic is a second color. 

14. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 12, wherein the first 
characteristic is a solid line and the second characteristic is a dotted line. 

Claims 15-17 (canceled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A relatively thin fiiame covering panel adapted to be 
attaidiied to a number of supports, said panel including a 6ide having a number of marks artanged 
in first and second sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is 
adapted for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of supports, in which the lines 
of the first set have a first distance of 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction 
and are placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction 
perpendicular to said first direction and in which the lines of the second set have a second 
distance of 2 inches or less therebetween which is different from said first distance and nm in 
said second direction and are placed fi'om a second end of said panel to a second opposite end 
thereof in said first dijrectio n. wherein thfe first and second sets of substiantiallvparall6l lines * 
pertaining to said numbej- of marks are the onlv lines on said panel . 

19. (Original) A panel according to claim 18, wherein said distance has a value of I inch 

drless. 
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20. (Cuirently Amended) Jn a method for fabricating a relatively thin frame covering 
pmel adapted to be attached to a number of supports, the improvement comprising the step of 
fabricating said panel to include a side having a niunbec of marks arranged in first and second 
sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted fdr facilitating the 
attaching of said panel to said number of supports, in which the lines of the first set have a first 
distance of 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first direction and are placed fi-om a first 
end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second direction perpendicular to said first 
direction and in which the lines of the second set hstve a second distance of 2 inches or less 
therebetV/een which is different firom said first distance aind nm in said second direction and are 
placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end ttiereof in said first direction^ 
wherein the first and second sets of substantiallv parallel lines pertaining to said number of 
marks are the onlV lines on said panel . 



21. (Original) A method according to claim 20, wherein said distance has a value of 1 
inch or less. 




23. (Cunpntly Amended) A relatively thin fi-ame covering panel adaipted to be ate^hfed 
to a number of si pports. said panel having at least two sides in which at least one of said sides 



includes a number of marks for facilitating the attaching of said panel to said number of 



supports, wherei:^ said number of marks are arranged in substantiallv parallel lines having a 



distance which has anv value up to 2 inches therebetween and in which said lines are placed 
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frnm one fend of sa id panel to an opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of 
said lines, wherein the substantiallv parallel lines pertaining to said number of maiks are the only 
lines on said panel in t he. saTrt p direction as s aid parallel lines> 



24. (Currently Amende^) A relatively thin frame covering panel adapted to be attached 
to a number of supports, said panel having at least two sides in whic h at least one of said sides 
includes a number of .marks for facilitating the attaching of said pan el to said number of 
supports, whei-ein said number of marks are arranged in fi rst and second sets of substantjally 
parallel lines in which the lines of the first set have a distanc e of anv value up to 2 inches or Ifess 
tfaerebfetWeen and run in a first direction and are placed from a fir st end of said panel to a . first 
opposite end thereof in a direction tranverse to the extent of said l ines of said first set and in. 
which the Imes of the second set have a distance of anv value up to 2 inches or less therebtstween 
and run in a second direction perpendicular to said first direction and are placed fr om a ^ond 
end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said 
lines of said second set, wherein the first and second sets of substantially parallel li nes pertaining 
to said number of marks are the only lines on said panel- 

25. (Currently Amended) A irelativelv thin iframe covfering panel adapted to be.attadhed 
to a ntohber of supports, said panel includinga side having a number of marks arranged in a 
pluralitv of subgtantiailv parallel lines in which one or more of said lines bein g adapted for 
faciliuting the attaching of said panel to said number of supports, where in said lines have, a 
distance Which has anv value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and in which said lines are - 
placed from one end of said panel to an opposite end thereof in a directi on transverse to the 
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extent of said lines, wherein the substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks 
are the only lines on said panel in the.same direction as said parallel lines. — 

26. (Currently Amended) In a method for fabricating a relatively thin friaaiie covering 
panel adapted to be attached to a dumber of supports, the improvement comprising the step 6f 
fabricating said panel to include a side ha.ving a number of marics arranged in a plurailitv of 
substantiallv parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is adapted for facilitatiflig the 
attaching of said panel to said number of supports and in \Vhich said lines have a distance which 
has any valae up to 2 inches or less therebetween and in which said lines are placed from one 
end of said panel to an opposite end thereof in a direction transverse to the extent of said lines, 
wherein the substantially parallel lines pertaining to said number of marks are the Only lines on 
said panel in the same direction as said parallel lines. 



27. (Currently Amended) A relatively thin frame covering. panel adapted to be 
attached to a number of supports, said panel including a side having a number of marks airtogied 
in first and second sets of substantially parallel lines in which one or more of said lines is 
adapted for facilitating ttie attaching- of said panel to said number of supports^ in-whieh-iflie.liiies 
of the first set have a distance of toy valu^ up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a first 
direction and ar6 placed from a first end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second 
direction perpendicular to smd first direction and in which the lines of the second set have said 
distance of any value up to 2 inches or less therebetw^n and run in said, second direction and 
are placed from a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in said first 
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direction.. whiferem the first and second sets of sub'igtantidllv parallel liaes ia^itaiiiihg-to said 
riumbgi: QfiiriatrkS sire. the. 6iilv Hnea 6n said f >aTiel. . 

28. CCttitentlyAniended) In a rtietfaod for fabricating a: r elarivel y thitj iraithe covering 
nabitil adatitfed to be attached to ariuoiber of supports, the improvement comprising this step of 
fabribatin^ said t>anel to include it side having ; a niimher of marks ajtatagedin fiirst aiid sccoad 
Sisfts^of sAb^tantiaDiv parallel lines in which one or more" of said liAes is ad^ted fdf faciiitating this 
♦attaching of said panel to said number of sui)Ports, in which the lines of the first iset hkve a 
distance which-has ariv value up to 2 inches or less therebetween and run in a firSt diifectidin and 
.. at^ placed fix>to a firgt end of said panel to a first opposite end thereof in a second directidti 
. perpigndictilar to said first direction and in which the linfes of the secbnd>set have said distance 
which has aiiv valufe np to 2.iiiches or less thefebetweisn and niri in sai^ diiteetion and arc 

placed frPtm a second end of said panel to a second opposite end thereof in said first" dii'eicfion. 
■ Whearein the first and second sets of substahtiallv parallel lines pertainiiig to said number of 
iharks are the:6nlv.lines oh 'said panfeL — 
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